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In a Shirt *Acccunt truly fated of the unjuſt Proceedings and Cruel dealings by Dove Williamlon Prieſt 
of Elton in the County of Nottingham, againſ# William Claytor of the ſame Town. 


1l:a1n Claytor being a Farmer, painfully labouring to provide for his 


Family, and to pay ſuch Rent as was due unto the Owner of the | 


Farm, the Lord gavean increaſe to the labour ofthis hands, & bleT-" 
ted it, and his corn and cattel increaſed, of which increaſe the (aid- 


Prieſt demanded a Tenth part, which he calls his Tythes, but ugto his demand | 


the {aid 1/i/liam could not conſent, knowing that it was the fruit of his own la- 
bor which God had increaſed unto him, and that the Prieſt had neither been at 
any charge nortaken any pains about ir;And being alſo convinced by the light 


of Chriſt in his own conſcience that buth the Law and the Prieſthood was chan: - 


ged under which Tyrhcs were paid and received, and that the Subſtance being 
come, all ſhadows are to ceaſe, and that the Golpel is free, and to be preached 
freely, the laid I/iliam could not for confcience ſake latisfie the Prieſt, to give 
him char part which he calls his Tythes. So the Prieſtſent for a Syb-pxur out of 
the Excheuer tocaule thetaid J//liam to appear in that place in his own per- 
{on, to anſwer what the Prieſt ſhould obje& againſt him; and the ſaid 1/illiam 
appeared to have anſwered in the Truth, bur his appearance would nor be ta- 
ken without an Attorny to appear forhim, though he was commanded to ap= 
pear mn his own perion upon pain of a great ſum of mony, and he having per- 
formed on his part what was required, and being there as he was commanded 
to anſwer for himlelf, he had not freedom to employ another to do that which 
he was commanded to dohimfſelf, and was free to do it, and for that end went 
near upon an hundred miles; Bur deceit not receiving Truth, the ſaid 1/illianm 
was (ent to the Fleet,* (a prifon in London) and was kept a priſoner for the ſpace 
of ewo years, dming which time the Prielt made ſpoil of his goods, and took % 
carried away his corn from off his ground by a cart load together from one land 
tetore itwas tet on the cock, ſo greedy was the beaſt of his p:ey, and the devou»s 


rerio make ipo:), neither regarding God nor wan. Let the Scripture be ſearch- . 


ed and chis man tried 1n the ſpirit of Truth, and it will be plainly feen unto 
whom he is like, not like a Miniſter of Chriſt (viho laboured with his own 
hands to make the Goſpel without charge) but like a greedy dunib dog that 
can never have enovgh, fecking to devour and detiicy and murther the inno- 
cent; and after all cis is done, and that the ſaid lam bad been a Prifon- 
er tio yea:s, the Prieft procured a Habcas Corps, and removed the boy of 
the ſaid 1/:ham to the Common Pleas Bar, and there declared againlt tim for 
251, 105. debr, when be had made ſpoil cf his goods at his own plcature, and 
the {aid Y/illiam aniwered that he did not ow him any thing, So he was recu= 
ned into che priſon again, and did from that time continue a pritoner about a 
year and a quarter longer, and then the Prief proceeded againſt him ar rhe 
Common Law, and brought down a Trial which was tried at the Aflizes held at 
Nottingham i the year 1649, and thither the Priett broughr a 1121 whoſe name 
is Kickard Horſe=j0:le, and he ſwore that the i rieft was damnifte.! for want of his 
Tythes tothe value of 7 /, Sothe Jury who was to try the matter they gaveun= 
to the Prieſt 20]. and there conld be no witnefſe heara of the tard WV 7iams part, 
though there were ſome ready to have given crue evidence, who knew well the 
ſpoil of goods the Prieſt had made in taking and carrying them away, Then 
the Pricit proceeded npon this unj1ut verdiCt, and was now minded for his prey, 
and two Faylifts came on the Prietts behalf, whoſe names are George Mzller and 
Robert Mill:r, who are like minded with the Prieſt to devour at once, and thele 
two men upon the 14. day of the ninth month, 1659. ſeiſed upon the goods & 
chattels of the ſaid JYilliam, and took and drove a way eighteen head of 
Cattel which the ſaid//lliam valued truly ro be worth threelcore pounds. So the 
Bayliffs procured one William Bartruim and Bryan Goodwin, IV. liam Oliver and 
Thoamgs Rick, who were ready to be like minded with them, and theſe men va- 
lued the goods ſotaken by the Bayliffs to be worth but ſix and twenty pounds, 
at which rate they paſſed, and the Baylitfs proceeded to make ſale of them, and 
{old them at Ale-houſes, and never came at any Market with them. And after 
they had thus finiſhed the miſchief of their hearts as far as they were ſuffered, 
they brought 7 of the cattel back again when they had wronged them ſeven 
or eight dayes, which the ſaid I/:1liam valued to be worth eighteen pounds ; 
£0 that they kept eleven Cattel which were worth two and fourty pounds, 
| Letall who have the ſence of Gods fear in their hearts confider this ſoberly,and 
weigh it coolly, andit will appear to be the Devils work from the beginning,for 
a man to be ſued for denying an unjuſt demand , and then caſt into priſon 
becauſe hecould not anſwer deceit , and then kept a Priſoner three years and 
a quarter,and during that time the Prieſt ſpoiling his goods, and then declares 
againſt him for eight and thirty pounds ten ſhillings debt, and when it came 
to be proved could not prove any debt , but a man falſely ſwears to ſeven 
pound dammage for Tythes, ana the Jury made that up twenty pounds for 
the Prieſt , and the Bayliffs made it up too and forty pounds , and thus is the 
innocent made a prey unto the teeth of the ungodly 3 And both Prieſt, Judge, 
Jury , ſwearer, lyar, Baylifts and praiſers all devouring by. conſent , and all 


like minded in exerciſing cruelty, and allmuſt periſh together without ſpeedy 
repentance , for a wicked and an ungodly generation you are, whom rhe 
Lord 15 ſpewing out , who delight your ſelves in committing ſuch filthy and 
horrible things as theſe arez what will ye do in the end which is haſting ' 
upon you all , when the Loid will enquire after all your doings, and tnat you 
muſt come before Him to give an acco:int, what then will ye do, and where 
will you hide your ſelves to eſcape the wrath of Hun who Jndges in Truth an 
righceouſneſs ? there will nor be a hiding place found for you, neither amongſt 
the Rocks nor under the mountains, but the terrible day of the Lord will 
come upon you, andthe fierce wrath of che Lord will overtake you, and his 
indiznacion will take hold upon you, -and a jutt recompence of reward will he 
give unto you according to your deeds, andthisis to you all from firtt to lait 
who have a&cd rhus cruelly without ſhewing mercy; You nay here read what is 
brought forch by you,O0 yePrictts of Exg.here 1s your fruit, &by it are you known 
to be a Troop of robbers, falſe prophets and Deceivers; We donot delight to 
lay open your tilchineilc, but chat you may lee your {elves and be alh imed,and 
for che ſake of the li1-nplic wio are folloring of you and deceived by you, thar 
they may come our from amongſt you, and eſcape the judgement that is com- 
ing upon you. And thou Prieſt Willianſon, there needs no proof be brought a- 
gainlt thee, for thou hait uncovered tiy {elf to thy ſhame for ever, and hafi 
made thy ſelf manifelt what thou art, and the fruits brought forth by the? do 
witneſle againſtchee that thou art nocFf Cariſts ſending, He ſends forth his as 
Lambs among Wolves, but thou art come forth a Wolfamong Lambs, Ther - 
fore repent of the evil of thy doings, and reitore that which thou haſt wronc- 
fully cauſed to be taken away by violence, for the cry of the oppreſſed and tz 
Family of the Innocent will riſe up in judgement againlt thee, and the Judg. 
of all the earth will do right unto rhee, and repay thee according to what thou 
haſt done, and judgement without mercy will rhe Lord give unto thee,and hea- 
vic will his ftroaks tall upon thee becaiiſe thou hatt ſhewed no mercy. 

O ye Rulers of Ergland who have now power 1n your hands to remove theſe; 
oppreſiions , and take off theſe burdens which lie fo heavily upon the Innocent, 
the cry is exceeding great , PUT 1t 107 from you , nor GO not neglect it any 
longer, bur ſet your hearts co do the work of the Lord, and take off the yoke 
from che necks of his People , and then will the Lord be with you, and his 
Arm will he make bare for you , and all your enemics [nal] fall before you, and 
none ſhall protper that riſe up againit-you;z Bur if you be double minded, and 
negle& the work of the Lord, andliect. toexalr your icives and fear the faces 
of men, the Lord will withdraw fromyzou, and your enennes will preyail over 
you,and you will be rooted out as others have been before you, for curſed are 
all chat do the work of the Lord negligently 3 Therefore with boldneſs ſhe 
your ſolves in the face of a}l your eneniesand zrite in the Power of the Lord 
God, that your hands may be ftrengehened ro take off all theſe burthens which 
make the innocent to groan under them , and ler rot any thing ſtand that is 
contrary to the Truth of God + but ttriKe IT all down, that all whoſe faces are 
Si -wards may walk on their way rejoycing, being freed from all opprelion, 
ana by your Government defended from all injury and cruelty either ro their 
Perſons or Eitates , Thatſo che exercice of their tender Conlciences may not 
be bowed down,nor any come into {ufi:rings for itz But all may ſtand in their 
Freedom towards the Lord, and chat none may exerciſe Lord(hip over chem ; 
And ſo all being peaceably aftefted towards the Naticn, all may ttand in their 
Freedom towards the Lord , and that no Law may ſtand to compell or force 
the tender Conſcience cf any ; This is that which is your great work which 
in the integrity of pour heart you are to perform unto the Lord without delay- 
ing,and then will the Lord be on your tide and juftifie you, and what then need 
you fear who riſes up againſt you to condemn you ; ſolet not your hearts be 
fceble , nor your hands flack , but be you faithful unto God, and in his 
ſtrength go on and proſper, and the Lord will be with you, and he will ftand 
by you againſt all chat ſhall oppoſe you, andgive you the heads of all your 
enemies toReign over, | | 

This is publiſhed for no other end but to manifeſt Truth and lay open deceit , that the 

Rulers of the Nation may ſee the Government , and what it is, and the Lawes ; 
and how they are executed, And that al! people may ſee what 4 Miniftry there is, 
and what their way is , and how they are upheld and maintained , and in what 
cruelty they do compell it , that all theſe abominations may be roeted out from the 
earth , that ſuch a Goverment may te changed and ſich Laws diſunnulled , aid 
ſuch execution of them repealed , and ſich a Miniſtry removed, thar all ſuch ways 
may be altered, and ſuch a maintenance raced out , never more to be remembred, 
that ſoall cruelty, Tyranny aud oppreſſion may ceaſe , and Truth and equity ſet up 
and exalted , that he alone may Reign over all who will act give his glory ts 
another, > 
WILLIAM SMITH. 


